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this oceasion am going to cast my vote in
favour of leaving the preferential voting
clauses as they stand. ] believe preferen-
tial voting is a great advance on ordinary
voting. Professor Nanson, in desling with
the question, said—

Preferential voting resembles ordi-
nary voting about as much as the cut-
ting instruments of the present day re-
semble the flints of our ancestors. At
no distant date contingent voting will
be the rule and ordinary veting the ex-
eeption. When the reform comes the
wonder will be, not that it has come, but
that its coming was so long delayed.

What I desire to impress on the Honse is
that preferential voting has come in this
State. e have not given it a fair trial
yet, and it is now our duty instead of
making further alterations in it to give
it a trial a little while longer until people
are educated in its effects. In respeet to
posial voting, I believe the system shounld
be absolutely done away with. It will be
remembered the very serious assertions
made some Vears ago in connection with the
Bast Fremantle election so far as postal
voling was concerned. It will also be re-
membered in connection with my own elee-
tion that there was a number of absolutely
bad voting papers cast. Had it not been
for that I would have had the pleasure of
making the aequaintance of hon. members
three years earlier than 1 did. On that
occasion no fewer than four persons, after
discovering that their votes were impro-
perly recorded, sent word to the returning
officer desiring that these votes shounld be
withbeld. Bunt the returning officer was
unable to withdraw these voles, and we
knew that people who had been out of the
district for years voted at that and other
elections, In the circumstances 1 say
postal voting should be abolished. Fur-
ther than that, I think it wonld not im-
pose any hardship on any if this were
done. It has been my experience that
wherever postal voting has been actively
canvassed there has been little or no differ-
ence in the number of votes east on oppo-
site sides; in other words I think it will
be found there are as many absent voters
ont one side as on the other. Consequently
I say that the abolition of ihe postal
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voting system would result in purer elec-
tions without inflicting injustice upon any-
body. T hope that in Comunittee the At-
torney Geoeral will not treat this Bill as
he did the Redistribution of Seats Bill,
but will give us an opportunity of ex-
pressing our views on the various clauses.
I feel sure if he will listen to reason we
shall be reasonable and endeavour to make
the amending Bill better than the eXISt]D"‘
Act,

Question put and passed.

Bilt read a second time.

House adjourned at 444 p.m.
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The PRESIDENT took the Chair at
4.30 p.m., and read prayers.

PAPER PRESENTED.

By the Colonial Secretary : Return
showing the number of timber leases un-
der the Land Act, 1898, and the Land
Regulations in foree prior to the passing
of such Aet.

ASSENT TO BILLS (3).
Message from the Governor received
and read notifying assent to the follow-
ing Bills:—
1. Permanent Reserves Rededieation,
No. 1.
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2, Perth Municipal Gas and Electrie
Lighting.

3. Fremantle Freemasons Lodge (No.
2) Disposition.

BILLS (2)—FIRST READING.
1. Fremantle Harbour Trust
Amendment.

2. Distrigt Fire Brigades Aet Amend-
ment.

Aect

MOTION—MANDURAH BAR,
OPENING,

Hon. E. MceLARTY

moved—

That in the opinion of thizs House it
is desirable that steps should be taken
at an early dale to permanently open
the Mandurah Bar.

Most hon. members who had visited Man-
durah would agree that the time had ar-
rived when it was necessary to perman-
ently open the Mandurah bar. This place
had become a fashionable seaside resort
for visitors, and during the last two sum-
mers, at all evenis, pleasure yachts from
Perth and Fremauntle frequently visited
Mandural for week ends, and carried a
large namber of passengers. One steamer
had earried as many as 120 passengers on
a recent trip, but when the boats got near
to Mandurah they were prevented from
entering the rviver by the very shallow
water on the bay, and this necessitated the
whole of the passengers disembarking into
small motor boais to get into the river,
thus cansing considerable delay and incon-
venience, and additional expense. When
we realised that we bad there a magnifi-
cent, inland sheet of water extending for
some 20 miles in length and from four to
six miles in breadth, and literally teeming
with fish, it would be realised that the
small expenditure required to open the
bar would be quite justified. Last sum-
mer he had driven the Under Secratary for
Works and another officer to Mandurah to
inspect the bar, and he had been surprised
to learn from Mr. Stronach that the esti-
mated cost of the work, after a number of
surveys bad been made, was only £4,000.

(South-West)
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The Colonial Seeretary: Would it re-
main open?

Hon. E, McLARTY : The engineers es-
timated that the work could be perman-
ently done for that sum. The bar was
having a econsiderable effect upon the lands
along the river banks. There were three
large rivers emptying into the estuary;
one was the Harvey on the southern end,
upon which the Government had spent a
large sum of money in straightening the
course and clearing the channels; then the
Murray River drained an enormgus extent
of conntry extending back over the Greaf
Southern, and there was also the Serpen-
tine river. The resuit was that the estu-
ary became filled up; there was not suffi-
cient outlet at the bar in the winter season,
and the water was backed up until the
most valuable lands along the viver, the
alluvial flats, became flooded and very
often crops were destroyed. If only to
assist the people living along the river
banks, the expenditure in opening the bar
wonld be justified. It was also a guestion
as to whether the faet of the bar being
closed did not have a bad effect upon the
fishing. He bad made inguiries from a
number of people engaged in the industry,
and there seemed to be a unanimous opin-
ion that the larger fish, which travelled up
and down the coast in shoals from time
to time, passed by the estuarv, whereas,
if the bar were deepened, great numbers
of them would beyond doubt, be caught in
the inlet and would pass into the estuary.
Hon. members must be aware of the quan-
tity of fish sent from Mandurah to the
City markets. He had ascertained from
authentic sources that during last year 158
tons 4 cwt. of fresh fish had been en-
trained at Pinjarra, whilst as much as
2134 tons had been sent in one month
from that station. That total did not
include the fish preserved at Mandurah
and brought to Fremantle by boat. The
output of preserved fish during the past
vear had not been very extensive, but he
believed that it would be greatly increased
this year; so hon. members would
see that ii was a maiter of con-
siderable importance that we should main-
tain the fishing industry in that estuary.
Apart from that there were other indus-
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tries whieh he was satistied would be
started it the bar were opened, and boats
—craft of lavger ditmensions than those
that could be utilised at present—eould
be put into use. I’eople engaged in trade
at Fremantle had infermed him that it
was becoming difficult indeed lo obtain
fireweod. Omne gentleman had told him
thai with the scareity, the cost of it was
becoming almost prohibitive. Aronnd
the estuary there were thousands upon
thousands of cords of wood, in faet an
almost inexhaustible quantity, and for a
distance of over 40 miles the wood was
found growing almost to the water. I
wonld be very inexpensive to load that
into large boats and deliver it at Fre-
mantle. BSome years ago, before corru-
gated iron eame inio use, he praciically
supplied the building trade of Perth and
Fremantle with sheoak shingles from that
locality. Of course there was some diffi-
culty with regard {o the bar, but with the
use ¢f “flats’ it was possible to send in
100,000 shingles at a time. If the bar
were deepened and boats aof two or three
times the eapacity of “flats” conld be
used a great supply could be taken to
Fremantle. A large number of men
would also be employed, and the nature
of the country would be considerably im-
proved by having the timber removed.
There was no desire to labour the ques-
tion because it spoke for itself, especiaily
when they were told at what a compara-
tively small eost it would be possible to
opeu the bar. Even if it cost more than
the amount estimated by the Under Sec-
retary for Worlis the work would be justi-
fied. Personally he did not know much
about fishing, but he had heard it said
that it was a diminishing quantity, and
fish were getting very searce. He had
made inquiries lately, but he was glad to
say that that contention was not horne
ont. Bome of the fishermen declared that
there were still large quantities of fish
in the estuary; buat he had also heard
anglers. who had visited Mandurah and
the Murray, say that this year they had
not heen able to cateh any fish. He did
not believe, however, that that was en-
tirely due tn the faet that there were no
fish there. The reason was that there was
so much food in the waters that it was
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difficult to induce the fish to take bait.
The Muwray was teeming with small fish
and prawns, and that was the reason why
the fishing had not been as good this
summer as it had been in the past. There
was no doubt about it that fish were there,
and if the bar were opened a great num-
ber of fish, which now passed by, would
find their way inte the estwary. In con-
sequence of the opening up of some of the
large watercourses, during the past couple
of years, the estuary lasr year rose much
higher than it had ever done before. At
the Peninsnla Holel at Mandurah the
land was submerged, and the hotel was
surrounded by a sheet of water; that
had not been the case before, and what
happened last vear would happen again.
The only sclution of that difficulty was
to deepen the mouth of the river and pro-
vide an oullet for the three flovded rivers
he had mentioned. Large numbers of
people wounld hail with satisfaction the
opening of the bar, because, as he had
pointed out, it was inconvemient for plea-
sure-seekers to have to tranship from
steamers into small boats in order to be
taken to Mandural, and then to have to
o back the same way. If the bar were
opened the traffic between Mandurah and
Fremantle would very considerably in-
crease. He was aware that mofions ad-
opted in the Legislative Couneil were not
always carried into effect, or at least, not
muoch notice was taken of them. Last
year he moved a motinon with reference
to the discoverer of Collie coal, and asked
that a small concession should be granted
to that gentleman in the shape of a free
pass over the railways, not that he was
going to travel to any extent, or make
any great use of it, but it would be the
sort of thing that he would be able to hand
over to his son, and thus show that the
State had, to some extent, recognised his
services as the discoverer of eoal in Collie.
That motion was supported by a large
number of members, and was carried
unanimously by the House, but he was
sorry to find that the genfleman in ques-
tion some time afterwards received a
letter, courhed not In the most courteous
termns, and whiech was in effeet that he
had had quite enongh, and that he waos
not going to get any more. The man’s
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feelings were rather wounded, and he
(Mr. MeLarty) was much annoyed, be-
cause it was a matter which would have
cost only a eouple of sovereigns, and the
State would have been paying a well-
deserved compliment to one who had
done good service for it, and who had
not been sufficiently rewarded. He merely
mentioned this matter to show that mo-
tions carried by the Legislative Council
did not have very much effect. He hoped,
however, that a better fate would await
the mofion which he was submitting to
the House. It was a national work, and
would fully justify the expenditure
which would be involved.

Hon, Sir J. W. HACKETT {South-
West) : While supporting the motion he
questioned whether it did not go a little
close to the border line which supplied
material for discussions as to the righis
and privileges of the respeetive Honses.
But, treated as an abstract propesition,
and irrespective of such considerations,
the motion must commend itself to the
House. Those who were familiar with the
distriet knew very well of the accuracy
of what the member said about the im-
portanece of fishing, the pleasure excur-
sions, the metting rid of flood waters in
the river, and various other purposes, all
depending upon the deepening of the bar.
The Colonial Seeretary, judging by an in-
terjection, believed that a good deal would
depend upon the permanence of the
work. The diflienlties before the Gov-
ernment were, first what it would cost,
and, secondly, whether the work would be
permanent. For his part, he was hardly
sufficiently acqnainted with the literature
on the sunbjeet, but he hoped (hat the
leader of the House would give an assur-
ance that he would place on the Table at
an early date those official reports and
statements of which we had heard a great
deal but whieh we had not seen. If this
work could be carried ont for £4,000, or

a sum of money approaching it, it should *

in these days when public works were
carried out for every conceivable object,
and vightly so, if they redounded to the
advantage of the State, this was one
that should hold a high place among
them. If it should eost double or treble
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that sum of money, it would be a work
well worthy of the cousideration of the
House.

On motion by the Colonial Secretary
debate adjourned.

BILL—SUPPLY, £377,000.
Second Reading.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY (Hon.
J. D. Connolly} in moving the second
reading said: This is the fourth Supply
Bill that Parliament has been asked to
pass this year. The FEstimates have
been rather late this session, and the last
Bill which was introduced provided sup-
plies up to the end of the last calendar
yvear, This measure covers the period
from the beginning of January to the
middle of February, six weeks.  That
pottion of it relating to the revenue is
taken from the ficures in the Revenue
Estimates, which have been passed by
another place.  With regard fo the
amonnt from the loan vote, that is the
estimate for carrving on during the next
six weeks the works now in progress. The
amoun! taken from the Loan Suspense
Aeceonnt is the estimate which will be re-
quired for new works which have becn
passed, and which are eontained in bhe
Loan Bill, which is now hefore another
place. 1 move—

That the Bill be now read a second
time,

Question put and passed.

Bill read a seeond time.

In Commiliee.

Hon. W. Kingsmili in the Chair.

Clanse 1—Tssue and application of
£377.000:

Hon. J. W. LANGSFORD: An amonnt
of £500 had been placed on the Estimates,
so he was informed, to defray the post-
ages and the cost of telemrams of mem-
bers. He did not know if members had
heard of this, but he had not received a
cirenlar; perhaps other members were in
the same position. Members of this
Chamber had as much right to these privi-
leges as members of another place, and
he would like the Colonial Secretary fo
say whether it was intended to circularise
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members or how it was intended that the
postages and cost of telegrams in connec-
tion with Parliamentary duties were to
be defrayed.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY : There
was ah amount provided on the Estimates
to defray the postages and cost of tele-
grams on offieial bnsiness, for members.

Hon. M. L. Moss: For one Chamber
only?

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: No;
for members of both Chambers. He did
not think any member had been eireular-
ised for the reason that the amount had
not yet been passed.

Hon. M. L. Moss: What was the
amount?

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: A
sum of £500.

Hon. Sir J. W. Hackett: Each?

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: No;
altogether. These costs were defrayed
for members in other States, and that was
the reason why the amount had been
placed on the Estimates here. Further
information could be supplied to mem-
bers when the Appropriation Bill was
before the House.

Clause passed.

Clause 2—agreed to.

Preamble, Title—agreed to.

Bill reported without amendment, and
the report adopted.

BILLS (3)—FIRST READING.

1. Northampton-Ajana Railway.

2. Roads.

3. Public Library, Musenm, and Art
Gallery of Western Australia.

Received from the Legislative Assem-
bly.

BILL — BRIDGETOWN-WILGARRUP
RAILWAY EXTENSION,
Read a third time and passed.

BILL—REDISTRIBUTION OF
SEATS.
Third Reading.
The COLONIAL SECRETARY (Hon.
J. D. Connolly) moved—
That the Bill be now read o third
time,

[COUNCIL.]

Queslion passed.

The PRESIDENT : Before this Bill is
read a third time I have to state that in
accordance with Section 6 of the Redis-
tribution of Seats Aet, 1904, the third
reading of this Bill st be carried with
the conenrrence of an absolute majority
of the whole number of the members for
the time being of the Legislative Couneil.
I declare that the vote just taken is in ae-
cordance with the statutory requirement.

Bill read a third time, and passed.

BILL—HEALTH.
In Committee.

Resumed from the 18th January; Hon.
. Kingsmill in the Chair.

The CHAIRMAN: Progress was rve-
ported on this Bill at the end of what
was formerly Clause 202, but which was
struck out.

Clause 203—agreed to,

Clause 204—By-laws to prevent the
spread of infectious disease:

The COLONTAL SECRETARY moved
an amendment—

That in Subclause 9 between ihe
words “animals” and “suspected” the
words “or insects” be inserled.

Under the existing Act there was a doubt
whether the law was sufficient to allow
the authorities to deal with the mosquito
pest; in order te make it clear this amend-
ment was moved. .

Amendment passed; the eclause as
amended agreed to.

Clause 205—agreed to.

Clause 206—Special powers when
anthorised by Minister:

The COLONTAL SECRETARY moved
an amendmeni—

That in line & the word “officers” he
struck out and “any public health offi-
cer” be tngerted in liew.

This amendment was consequent on Lhe
abolition of the central authority, and it
should have been made in ancther place.

Amendment passed; the clause as
amended agreed to.

Clauses 207 to 211—agreed to.

Clause 212—No personal liability:
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The COLONIAL SECRETARY moved
an amendment—
That in line 1 after “shall” the word
“Commissioner” be inserted.

The object was to afford the same pvo-
tection to the Commissioner as to other
officials,

Amendment passed;
amended agreed to.

Clauses 213 to 217—agreed to.

Clause 218—Exposure of infected per-
sons and things:

Hon. J. F. CULLEN: The verbiage was
very objectionable in this clause.  Sub-
clause (a) read, “Any person who while
affected with any infectious disease, wil-
fully exposes himself—.” This was one of
the offences under the Criminal Code to
whieh a great deal of opprobrium was at-
tached. Surely the clause could have been
* worded differently and just as effectively.

Clause passed.

Clauses 219 to 227-—agreed fo.

Clanse 228—Regulations as to
spread of tuberculosis:

On motion by the COLONIAL SECRE-
TARY the word “Commissioner” was
struek out and “Gevernor” inseried in
lieun. and the clause as amended agreed to.

Clanse 229—{"onseientious objections to
vaceination :

The COLONTAL SECRETARY : Tt
was not necessary to move to strike ont the
clause, but he wounld ask the Committee not
to pass it. It was not in the Bill as
drafted, but was an amendmenti carried in
another place and one with which he en-
tirely disagreed. It provided that any
person having eonscientions objections
need not have children vaeecinated. While
in sympathy with persons having con-
scientions objections on certain matters,
the line must be clearly drawn somewhere.
There were persons with conseientions
objections to having their children
educated, but the Staie took no notice
of their objections and compelled all
children to be edneated to a certain stand-
ard. hile it was in the interests of the
child to be educated to a certain standard,
it was most certainly in the interests of
the whole community that every child
should be vaccinated. It was a matter not
merely affecting the child but affecting the

the eclanse as

the
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enfire State.  There was no Australian
State to which compulsory vaceination
should be more applied than Western Aus-
tralia, because we were, so to speak, at the
door of the Eastern countries from which
smallpox was introduced; we lhad the first
ports of call from those countries, and
disease counld be very easily introduced,
and the passengers allowed to land be-
fore the disease made itself apparent.
People could be perfectly healthy when
leaving those Eastern eountries and the
disease might not be showing on them on
landing, bot it wmight afterwards break
out among them. To abolish eompulsory
vaceination would have a serious effect
in regard to shipping. Quarantine con-
trol was lately taken over by the Federal
authorities, and Doetor Norris, the Chief
Quarantine Officer, had said that his re-
strietions, so far as granting pratique to
vessels, would be much stricter than now
with abolition of compualsory vaceina-
tion.  The fault Doctor Norris found
was that our present Vaceination Aet was
obsolete. It eould not be enforced in the
way he (the Colonial Secretary) liked, or
the way in which it should be enforced
for the safety of the health of the State.
Hon. A. G. Jenkins: It is obsolete in
the State Doetor Norris comes from.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: It
was not obsolete in Vietoria where Doctor
Norris was Commissioner for Public
Heallh for many yvears. It was only on
the distinet nnderstanding that we ad-
opted other methods, by using the polive
to enforee compulsory vaecination, that
Doctor Norris waived placing severe re-
strictions on the shipping of the State.
Apart from these reasons we should strike
out the clanse in order to protect the State
beeause there was considerable danger in
allowing the clause 1o pass. Statisties
could be produced 1o show the difference
in the death-rate in ecountries like Ger-
many, where the law was strictly enforced,
and those countries lax in this regard. It
might be argued by some that, though the
principle of vaceination was good, the
aetual vaceination earried disease, but he
would not admit this. It may have been
5o in the past where the system of taking
vaceine from one child to the other was



3224

permitted, but that system was not per-
mitted in this State, All the vaceine
used here was imported from the State
farm in New Zealand. There the calves
were under Government supervision, and
each calf wns tested before being made
use of, and thoroughly examined after its
death, and if any disease was_ disclosed
the vaceine from that calf was not sent
out. We had a plentifnl supply of pure
vaecine in our Health Department, and it
was used by the public vaccinators, so
there was nu disease likely to he conveyed
from that source. A good deal of the
disease put down to vaccination was not
due to it at all. Mothers hecame care-
less and did not look after their children
properly. Perhaps the bandages on the
limb became dirty and filthy matter was
taken into the blood. Yet this was put
down to the vaceine. The great balk of
the diseases punt down to vaccine were
not due to it; indeed none of them could
be due to vaceine under the system ad-
opted in this State,

Hon. J. F. CULLEN: The c¢lause was
too sweeping, lherefore he would not op-
pose its omission, but a great deal that
the Minister and other people said in this
connection was antirely unproven. Great
sympathy should be shown to parents who
required some saving clause. The vacci-
nation theory for smallpox was based on a
post hoc preclor hoc argument, but it was
so world-wide and universal a belief that
even on that ground it was a serions mat-
ter to interfere with it. Some years ago
the Pasteur Institute experimented very
carefully with the prineciple of vacecina-
tion for the terrible scourge of influenza,
much more fatal than smallpox, but found
their  experiments disappointing and
futile. At the other side of the argument
there was the pestilenee known as plague.
How was it plague was reduced far more
effectively in British communities than
smallpox? Not throngh vaccination, but
through increasing cleanliness and atten-
{ion to the laws of health. The great
pMague which swept all couniries of the
world was now praetieally unknown in
British communities, but if some system
af vaceination had been introduced for the
plague we would have exactly the same
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argument to-day as we had for smallpox.
Smallpox had praetically disappeared,
therefore vaecination was unnecessary.
However, the popular feeling was so
strong that it was doubtful whether it
would be wise to insert a clause saying
that any father or mother eould, if so
desired, resist this popular expedient.

Hon. M. L. Moss: How do you
accnunt for the fact that when there is
an outbreak of small-pox it is the people
who are not vaecinated who cateh it.

Hon. J.F. CULLEN: That was utterly
unproved,

Hon. A. G. Jenkins: In any case
what is the good of an expedient that
lasts only two or three years?

Hen. J. F. CULLEN: That was
another argument against the practice.
The case for vaccination was entirely un-
proved. When the alleged facts concern-
ing the resulis of vaceination were in-
vestigated, they were found to be not
facts at all.

Hon. S. STUBBS: The clause was
worthy of support. The Colonial
Secretary had declared that in nine cases
out of ten the evil results attendant npon
vaccination were due, not to vaeeination
itself, but to neglect. A few years ago
he (Mr. Stubbs) had the misfortune to
have one of his ehildren vaccinated, and
for six months afterwards the child was
in agony, the arm, from shoulder to
ethow, being a mass of proud flesh. The
medical attendant had declared it must
have been a result of had vaccine. The
Colonial Secretary fold the Committee
the vaecine now used was pure; but the
doctor who had vaccinated his (WM.
Stubbs’) daughter had said the vaccine
used was pure, and that he eould guar-
antee it. However, the results had proved
disastrous and rather than have another
child of his vaeeinated he (Mr. Stubbs)
wonld suffer imprisonment for six months
in Fremantle gaol

Hon. A. G. JENKINS: The eclause
was deserving of support. Vaceination
was a dead letter in Western Australia,
for only ten per eent. of the children of
the State were vaccinated. Year by year
this conscience clause was sent up from
another place in the form of a Bill. That
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being so it was entitled to some con-
sideration in the Chamber, and should
not be thrown out at the sweet will of
the doctors who, we all knew, were pre-
judiced in the matier. In the Aects of
Victoria, New South Wales, and South
Aunstralia this eonscience clause had a
place. Since the last Bill embodving
this elanse had e¢ome up from another
place a referendum had been taken in
every numicipal and roads board dis-
triet in the metropolitan area, and in
each distriet the resnlt had been in
favour of the elause.

The Colonial Seerctary:
centage of ratepayers voted?

Hon. A. G. JENKINS: It mattered
not. If the people were opposed to the
conscience clause they would have gone
and voted against it.

The Colonial Secretary: 'The percent-
age makes all the difference.

Hon., A. G. JENKINS: Seeing that
the people had voted in favour of the
clause that vote had to be accepted as an
expression of opinion. It was the only
expression of opinion we could hope to
get. The result of the referendum showed
there was existing a strong feeling against
vaceination. In another place the pro-
vision on the Estimates for a vaceination
officer had been struck out last session.

The Colonial Secretary: And the whole
of the police, instead of one man, are now
looking after the duties.

Hon. A. G, JENKINS: Thai being so
perhaps the Colonial Seeretary would tell
the Conumittee how mamy prosecutions
had been instituted during the last twelve
months. It was incontrovertible that not
more than ten per cent. of the
children of the State were vacei-
nated at the present time. Whal
was the wuse of leaving on the
statute-hook a law whieh was not and
could not be administered? The Colonial
Secretary had referred to Germany as a
country where, in consequence of compul-
sory vaecination, small-pox was practi-
callv unknown. In Germany not only
had all persons to be wvaccinated but
under strict penalties the operation had
to be repeated every two years, Compul-
sory vaccination had there been in force

What per-
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for over 33 vears when an outbreak of
small-pox  oecurved in Prussin, and
124948 people succwmbed.

The Colonial Seeretary :
was that?

Hon. A. G. JENKINS: In 1872, and
that after 35 vears of compulsory vae-
cination.

The Colonial Secretary: On whose au-
thority is that?

Hom. A. G. JENKINS: It was on the
authority of Dr. Walter R. Horden,
member of the sanitary committee of
(tloucester. After thirty-five years of
tl.e most virorous compulsory vaceination,
Prussia has  lost  uearly 125,000
of her peoplee. What had hap-
pered after that?  CGermany lhad
had some ¢two hundred  millions
of French money to spend in sanitary
work, sewerage scliemes, water supplies,
and the provision of proper bharracks,
and in consequence of this expenditure
the outbreaks of small-pox had since
steadily diminished.

Hon, M. T.. Moss: That proves nothing.

Hon, A. . JENKINS: It proved
nothing more than was proved by the
hald statemient of the Colonial Secretary
when the DMinister said that vaecination
was a good thing. What was the use of
leaving on the statute-book an Aect which
was for all practical purposes dead. more
particularly when year after year the
majority in another place sent up to this
Chamber a Bill containing this conscience
clause and when, as shown by the recent
referendum, popular feeling throughout
the metrapolitan area was against vaeci-
nation?

Hon. D. . GAWLER: It wa: a
significant fact that those against vacei-
nation were veally {he minority of (le
community and failed to recognise that
they had the majority against them,
Moreover. the majority of the eommunity
did not laok at the question from an indi-
vidual point of view, but took the view
of the public gond as a whole. On the
contrary those vepresenting the anti-
vaceination movement objected to vaccina-
tion more from a personal point of view,
and disregarded the aspeet of the good
of the whole community, Mr. Jenkins’

In what year
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remarks had been directed rather to show
that the existing Act was of no use. But
that was no reason why this conscience
clause siwuld be retained in the Bill. Mr.
Stubbs bad had a painful experience, bug
Mir, Stubbs wounld scarcely expect the
Committee {o believe that the untortunate
position had avisen as the resnlt of vacei-
nalion, It might have been a species of
blood poisoning caused by the introdue-
tion of some poisonous matter. This was
essentially a question for medical men
and experts. It medical men stated that
it was good for the whole community that
vaceination should be enforced, we as
Jlaymen counld do nothing but follow them.
It would net he denied that the large
bulk, it not the whole, of the medieal
opinion, was in favour of vaceination.

Hou, A. G Jenking: That is not so.

Hon. ). G. GAWLER : The hon. mem-
ber, hy his statement that medical men
were interested in advocating vaceination,
had sugeested that they were all in favour
of vaccination. He was thoroughly in
accord with the clanse being struck out,
but, if it was not struek ount, he proposed
to move an amendment that not ounly
should the parents sign a statement that
he or she conseientiously believed that
vaecination wounld be injuricus to the
child’s health, but should also produce a
medical certificate to that effeet,

Hon. B. LAURIE: When the Vaecina-
tion Bill had been before the Chamber on
a previous oecasion there had been abun--
ant evidence as to the existence of a con-
census of opinion on the part of medical
men that vaceination was essential in a
country of this chavacter. A short time
a0 he had bad an opportunity of speak-
ing to a gentleman who, though not very
old, well remembered the time when it
was pififul to see the number of people
who were pock-pitted. He could speak
with some knowledge of it himself because
e was one of a family, some members
ol which were not vaceinated. He fortu-
nately had been vaceinated, and whilst
the di~ense left him with not more than
abont a dozen marks, bis young brother
who had not heen vaceinated was poci-
pilted over his whole hody, and was dis-
ficured in the same way as some of Lhe

[COUNCIL.]

Malays who were frequently seen in the
State. It people had suffered from vacei-
nation, with what bad they been vacci-
nated?

Hon, 5. Stabbs: Pure lymph,

Hon. R, LAURIE: It would be inter-
esting to see the pure lymph which eould
have injured any persons in that way.
We took the advice of professional men
in most things, and when we found a pre-
ponderance of medieal opinion in favour
of vaecination, we conld do nothing but
abide by that opinion. Hon. members
would not find six medical men in Perth
who were in favour of non-vaceination,
and yet the (‘ommittee were asked to pass
a c¢lause by which a person, through not
having his child vaccinated, might dis-
seminate disease throughont the whole
State. When a ship arrived at a port
of the State with a case of smallpox on
beard, every person on board the vessei
liad to be vaceinated before he was liber-
ated. Why?

Hon. J. F. Cullen: Because it is a
popular belief.

Hon, R. LAURIE: When smallpox
first broke out in Perth some 20 years
ago, nearly every person in the State was
running to the dectors to be vaecinated.

Hon. A. (. Jenkins: They have grown
wiser since.

Hon, R. LAURIE: Perhaps they had
grown wiser, but nevertheless when tie
erisis came evervbody rushed to be vaeci-
nated without disputing whether it was
good or bad. Surely, then, if vaceination
was safe when the necessity was here, we
shounld not uegleet the opportunity of
lessening the trouble by taking preecan-
tions in advance. Asiatics were never
free from the disease, and people in this
Stale were doing business with them every
day. Hon, members could point to very
few people in the community who were
suffering from vaecination.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: It
was all very well for pamphlets hostile tn
vaceination te be published, and for per-
sons to have a doubt about the efficacy »f
the system. but we could not ignore the
oninion of the great majority of eminent
physicians throughout the wartd, Tlea
Lancet of 20th August, 1910, which was
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a recognised authority on all medieal mat-
ters, stated—

Smallpox does not exist to-day 'n
Germany exeept when brought in by
immigrants. Every child must be vae-
cinated before December 3lst of the
year following its birth. Re-vaceina-
tion takes place at puberty, and on
entering the Government service.

In France the vaceination of infants ve-
tween the ages of three months and one
year was compulsory. There was then
re-vaecination between the ages of 10 and
11 years, and between the ages of 20 and
21 vears. It was stated in the same
uumber of the Lancet 1hat a number of
references had been made in the House
of Commons to the great danger heing
rim by Great Britain on aceount of not
having compulsory vaecination. Tn re-
gard to India, Major James of the Indian
Medical Service, writing in 1909, had
stated that in many parts vaccination was
not well carried out, and in some it was
almost neglected; yet deaths from small-
pox had diminished purely on aceount of
the vaecination laws. From the years
1868 to 1877 there had been 1,308,757
deaths from smallpox, and in the years
1598-1907 only 473,843, In many of the
provinees where vaccination was carried
out, epidemies had not oeenrred for many
years. In Bombay io the 20 years from
1866 to 1886 there had been 10 epidemics,
and from 1887 to 1907 none. This redue-
tion was on aceount of the vaccination
laws being better enforeced. The figures
for other provinces told the same tale, and
Major James wrote—

It is apparent fo the most casual
traveller, who steps over the border
from British territory into some of the
native States, that he is passing from
an aren where smallpox is rare into
one where the ravages of the disease
confront him at every step; and inquiry
proves to him that vaceination is the
only measure which satisfaetorily ae-
eounts for this great difference.

Vaceination was not on its trial.  The
system had been proved to the satisfac-
tion of everyone who was open to convie-
tion. The proof of that lay in the
faet that the system had been earried fur-

ther. We found thal bubonic plague Lad
been dealt with in a similar way, and it
was noticed that exeellent results had fol-
lowed in Endia, aud it was noticed from
the cables, also in Africa.

Hon. J. G. Jenkins: Is not this cou-
seienee clanse in foree in England?

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: Eung-
land was not quoted as an authority at all.
As far ns this State was concerned he was
ready to admit that vaeeination was not
carvied out as effectually as one wounld
like to sce it. That, however, was not the
fault of the department., The Act in
foree was obsolete; it was passed in the
Sixties or Seventies, and was hardly work-
able, and therefore it was almost impos-
sible to get eonvictions under it.

Hon.

J. W. Langsford: Will you
amend it next session?
The COLONIAL SECRETARY : As

far as he was concerned he would like to
do so, but unfortunately there had been a
feeling, at any rate in another place, that
did neot give one much hope to introduce
an amending Bill. With rvegard to the
administration of the Act the vaceination
officer had been withdrawn, but instrue-
tions had now been given whereby the
police would prosecute where they were
satisfied that vaeeination had not taken
place. He rvemembered very well when
the smallpox secare took place in Western
Australia seventeen yvears ago what hap-
pened at that time, and he ventured to
predict that the same thing would happen
now. At that time it was not a question
of the conscience clanse. People then
thought that they could not get vaeccinated
euickly enough. If we put undue restrie-
tions on vaccination we would constitute
a danger; people would not be vaecinated.
They would leave it until there was a seare
and then they would be vaceinated hur-
riedly.

Hon. J. F. (TLLEX: It should be re-
membered that medical science was still
in its infaney.  Medieal science io-day
said that vaceination wag fallacious. There
had been a number of fashions in medieal
seience. At one time if a man got a
serateh on the knee it was considered
necessary to amputate the limb. Then
there came purging, and then homoeo-
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pathy and popular medieal science pooh-
poolied it.  The tunny part of it was that
vaceination was pure homeopathy. He
was not =aving vaceination was not sound.
e was =ayving that it had never been
proved and some day possibly medieal
scieutists would say, “Why, what childish
rubbish.,” The (ferman law to-day pooh-
poohed our law. The German law said,
“What nonsense. vaecinale the child and
do no more.” jut one must vaeeinate
many times befove one could have a safe-
ruard. and possibly the time would come
when medical science would say., “Oh those
dark old daxs when we risked the Lives of
s many to no purpose.” Medical seience
to-day was the most backward of any
seience, This was because of two rea-
sons. (lme was thiat the human suhject
was sach a mysterious and diffienlt subject
to deal with, and the other was that the
man of brains was too bnsy with actual
practice to spare time for investigalion.
He was not saying that vacecination was
necessarily wrong, but he was saying that
its virtues had never been proved.

Hon. E. M. CLARKE: The matter had
opened up a verv wide question, In-
stances had been piven of ihe harm that
vaccination had done, bnt no one had
spoken of any fatal cases. Up-to-date
medical science adopted the system of
fighting one disease with nature’s weapons,
and he as an orchardist did the same only
on a larger seale, and he noticed that some
of the meost up-to-date men in England
were working on exactly similar lines.
Dealing with the question of vaceination,
speaking personally, he was vaceinated in
a most amateur manner, that was to say
that one of the family was vaceinated and
ihe others vaceinated themselves, but
found that the vaeceine would not take at
all.

Sitting suspended from 6.15 1o 7.50 p.m.

Hon. E. M. CLARKE: Two cases of
diphthevia hiad come under his notiee.
One case hapnened before antitoxin was
in vogue and the other case afterwards.
After the antitoxin had been tried in the
last ca~e the effect was apparent within
half an honr and a life was saved,

Hon. J. F. Cnllen: That was antitoxin,
this is protoxin.

[COUNCIL.]

Hon. E. M. CLARKE: 1t seemed tlat
vaceination was the introduetion into the
system of some very friendly germ that re-
stroyed all more dangerous germs. The
majority of physicians helieved vaceina-
tion was beneficial inasmuch as, although
it did not prevent a person eatching small-
pox, it enabled the person to take the dis-
ease in only a mild tform. It had unever
been known to him that vaeeination did
any harm, but it was beneficial, and that
heing so, although he respected evervone's
conscience, he would not take upon him-
self to vote against what was generally be-
lieved in by doctors. He was satisfied
that if smallpox got a hold in Western
Australia people would be running to see
who eould get vaecinated first.

Clnnse put. and a division taken with
the folowing result:—

Ayes 4
Noes . 13
Majority against 9
AYES.
Hon. J. F. Cullen Hon. A. Q. Jenkins
Hon. J. T. Glowrey (Teiler).
Hon. B, C. Q'Brien
Nogs.
Hon. E. M. Clarke Hen, R. D. McKenzie
Hon. J. D. Connolly Hon. E. McLarty
Hon. D. G. Gawler Hon. M. L. Moss
Hon. V. Hamersley Hon, W. Patrick
Hon. J. W. Langsford | Hon. C. A. Plesse
Hon. R, Laurle Hon. T. H. Wildlng
Hon, C. McKenzie (Peller}.

Clause thus negatived.

Clauses 230 to 234—agreed to.

Clause 235—Puerperal Fever:

Hoo. J. F. CULLEN: This was another
clanse to which he would like to draw the
Minister’s attention. It eontained ab-
struse medical terms which were unealled
for. There was 1o need to wo into seien-
tific details, all that was necessary was to
say “puerperal fever,! It was to be
hoped the Minister wonld get the Parlia-
mentary draftsman to alter the wording
of the ¢lause.

The COLONTAL SECRETARY @ The
court might hold that it was necesswiy
to deseribe puerperal fever.

Hon. V. HAMERSLEY: The tlan<e
was not drastic enough: we shoald not
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wait for a death before a case was re-
poried, but wherever this septic condition
oceurred the case should be reported and
an inquiry held into the cireumstances,

(lause put and passed.

Clausges 236 to 243—agreed to.

Clause 244—1Loeal authority to provide
hospitals:

The COLONIAL SECRETARY moved
an amendment—

That in line ? gfter “motion” the
words “and shall whenever the ('vm-
missioner o requires” be inserted,

These words were siruck out in another
place, but they desirayed the full force
of the elanse, which would bhe unwork-
able with them omitted.

Hon, J. F. CULLEN: The Minister
probably had in his mind places like
Perth. Fremantle, and Kalgoorlie. But
there was just a danger that an officer in
Perth would say to a small local authority
“You must provide an isolation hospital.”

The (“olonial Seeretary: The Govern-
ment would have to find balf the money.

Hon. J. F. CULLEN: The clause might
prove workable in eities, but it would in-
volve hardship in couniry districts.

Hon. M. L, MOSS:  These
should not be inserted. The loeal Govern-
ment rates in the cities were quite high
enough now, With water rates they am-
ounted te nearly 5s. in the pound. It was
no use saying this clause was taken from
the New Zealand Aet. The management
of hospitals was entirely different in New
Zealand. There the Dominion was div-
ided into hospital and eharitable aid dis-
triets controlled by charitable aid boards,
and each board had under it a number of
hospital eommittees. The whole of the ob-
ligation of maintaining the hespitals in
New Zealand was cast upon the loeal aun-
thorities, with Government subsidies on
rates raised locally.

The Colonial Seeretary: The provision
is in our existing Health Aet.

Hon. M. L. MOSS: Then it must he a
dead letter,

The Colonial Secretary: No.

Hon. M. L. MOSS: It was too great
an obligation to put upon the loeal bodies.
They had not the revenue to meet an ob-
ligation of this kind. He would oppose
the amendment.

words .

3229

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: The
obligation 1o provide for infeetious dis-
eases was thrown on local boards by the
Health Act of 1898, but the wording of
the Aet was rather defective ar, rather,
the process was tvu rumbersome, and in
order 1o make it more direet the section
was taken from the New Zealand et
But it was no new prineiple. There were
some (uestions raised by the Perth local
hoard of health as to the liability of
the hoard, but the Supreme Court held
that the responsibility lay with the local
hoard. It was right local boards should
provide for infections cases. It would en-
sure their keeping their disfricts in a
sanitary condition.

Hon. AL L. Moss: A lol of these in-
feetions cases come from outside.

The COLOXIAL SECRETARY :
There was a further provisien in the Bill
that the Government paid half the cost
of indigent cases. The lecal boards would
have to provide half the cost of treating
indizent cases and half the cost of equip-
ping lLospitals. The present process was
for aetion to be taken on the motion of
the Central Board of Health. but it was
too cumbersome, It was also provided
that boards should eombine to build a
lospital, as was done in Kalgoorlie. In
Verth, eases 'were treated al the infeetious
lhospital at Sobiaeo, which was an. ad-
junet to the Perth hospital, and the cases
were charged for by the loeal board of
Lealth at a stipulated vate. The same
would apply under this Bill, bul the am-
endment sought to provide that where the
(‘ommissioner thought it necessary a hos-
pital should be equipped the local board
should provide one. As the Government
would have to pax half the cost it would
be seen no hospital wounld be ordered to
he put up where unnecessary.

Hon. J. F. CULLEXN: (lause 250} prae-
tically covered all the ground that would
he left outside the voluntary action of
a local authority. That clause provided
that the Government counld establish and
maintain hospitals for infeetious diseases
for preseribed areas, and that the loeal
authorities from time to time should eon-
tribute to the expenses of the establish-
ment and maintenance of such hospitals
in such propertions that might he agreed
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upon. There was no need for the compul-
sion in the elause before the Commitiee.

Hon, M. L. MOSS: The difiiculty was
in resard to infectious diseases coming
frow ontside distrietz. It was a fair thing
that the general money of the State
should meet the obligation fo treat these
people, How could a local authority pro-
vide the funds to meet an outbreak of
smallpox !

The COLONIAL SECRETARY : Loeal
boards now carried out the provision
without complaint. The existing provi-
sions were from SHeetion 130 of the Aet
onwards. The existing Aect, however, did
not provide for the loeal boards obiain-
ing payment for cases coming from ouf-
side theiv distriet, This was provided for
in the Bill, the Commissioner heing given
power to alloeate charges to the partien-
lay distriets which should be charged with
them. Ample power of recovery was
given fo the loeal boards. The only thing
was they must pay half the cost of in-
digeni cases and half the cost of equip-
ping the building. The present Aet said
that half the cost might be paid by the
Government: the Bill provided ihat half
the cost must be paid hy the Government,

Hon. M. L. BMoss: What subsidy on
rates do you pay to municipalities?

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: That
had nething to do with the case. This was
a health board matier. No municipal
funds conld be applied to it

Hon. M. L. MOSS: The point was
that although the municipal funds could
not be utilised for the purpose, the mnni-
eipal eouncil and the local board were for
all practical purposes one and the same,
and had to provide the money. The sub-
sidies on rates had been considerably re-
dunced, which meant a rednction in the
revenue of the local anthorities. If we
had a big epidemic of plague or small-
pox——

The Colonial Secrefary: Tt does not
apply, it applies merely to such cases as
searlet fever and diphtheria.

Hon. M. L. MOSS: Even so, the rev-
enne of the loeal authorities had been
ereatly reduced, while their oblizations
had inereased. Tn view of this it shonld
be left diseretionary to these bodies.

{COUNCIL.]

The Colonial Secretary: They would
still have to pay the cosi, though indi-
rectly.

Houn. 8. STUBBS: The amendment
went toe far. Suppose an infectious
case were to he hrought into, say, Clare-
mont, and that iv a few weeks’ time a
large body of the people got the infection
—how unfair it would be to cast the
whole of the burden of the epidemie upon
the residents of that district.

Hon. J. W. LANGSFORD: Tt was te
be hoped the Colonial Secretary would
not press the amendment. It was about
time the loeal authorities took a firm
stand against the disposition on the part
of the Govermment to add to their re-
sponsibilities. Every session we had some
Bill er another inereasing the burden on
the loeal awthorities. It was unfair to
give the Commissioner of Health the
power of deciding where an infections
disease had come from; in fact, it was
bevond the powers of any commissioner
to properly apportion the expenses con-
nected with an owtbreak.

Amendment puf, and a division taken
with the following result:—

Ayes .. - O
Noes .- .- .. 14
Majority against .- B
AYES.
Hon. J. D. Connolly Hon. E. I}, McKenzle
Hon. D. G, Gawler Hon. C. Sommers
Hon. J. T. Qlowrey (Tellor).
Hon. A. G. Jenkins I
Noea.
Hon. E. M. Clarke Hon. B. C. O'Brien
Hon. J. F. Cullen Hon. W. Patrick
Hon. V. Hamersley Hon. C, A. Plesse
Hon., J. W. Langsford | Hon. 8. Stubbs
Hon. W. Marwick Hon. T. H. Wilding
Hon. C. MeKenzie Hon. R. Laurle
Hon. E. McLarty (Peller).
Hon. M, L. Moss

Amendment thus negatived.

Clanse put and passed.

Clanse 245— Special provisions with re-
gard thereto:

The COLONIAL SECRETARY moved
an amendment—

That in Iine 3 of Subclause 4 all the
words after “diseases” be struck out.
Amendment passed.
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The COLONIALSECRETARY moved
a further amendment—

That in Subclause 8§ after “fit” in
line 2 the words “and shall if the Com-
missioner so0 requires” be inserted.

While the amendment moved on Clause
244 had related to a single local board,
this amendment related to a combination
of boards. As a matter of faei, the sys-
tem had been in force sinee 15898. While
the Committee might have an objection
to giving the ecommissioner power to
foree an individual board to build a hos-
pital, the same objeetion would hardly
apply {0 a combination of loeal boards.
Such a eombination already existed at
Kalgoorlie and Boulder, and here in the
metropolitan area we had a combined
hospital serving all the local anthorities.
Instead of saying to a local bhoard “You
shall build” the commissioner, under the
clanse as proposed to be amended, would
say, “You must combine and build.”

Hon, J. F. CULLEN: The objection to
compulsion was greater in this case than
it had been in respect to the previous
amendment fo Clause 244, for the reason
that it was rather a delicate business Lo
bring two or more local anihorities to-
gether. There should be no compulsion Lo
make them combine, The Minister per-
sisted in overlooking the fact that ample
provision was given under Clause 250,
and that on much sonnder prineciples.
The Minister would disarm a lot of op-
position if he substituted “Minister” for
“ecommissioner” n his proposed amend-
ment. In any case, however, there was
no need for compulsion.

Hon. M. L. MOSS: If the Committee
were to agree to this amendment they
would be nullifying the vote taken a few
minutes earlier. The Colonial Secretary
was exceedingly astute and if allowed to
do so would gain bis point very nicely
by this amendment. There was no differ-
ence in principle between this and the
amendment to Clause 244,

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: There
was all the difference in the world. Under

the propo_sed amendment to Clause 244
the commissioner would have been able

to say to any single local board “Yon
shall build an infectious hospital,” but

3231

under this amendment le ecould only
direct a combination of local authorities
to huild such hospital. It was necessary
to have this power in orvder to get fhe
local authorities to do their work.

Hon, M. L. MOSS: The Colonial Sec-
retary had let the eat out of the bag; he
wanted fo get a lever over the boards and
was practically asking the Committee to
reverse their previons vote.

The ('OLONIAL SECRETARY: The
Committee were asked to give power,
where it was necessary to build a eom-
bined hospital, to compel the loeal boards
to do so: that was a fair, reasonable,
and husinesslike proposal. Instead of
each local board having to build and
mainlain its own hespital, it was pro-
posed that several boards should, where
possible, have a eombined hospital, the
upkeep of which would not be so expen-
sive when distributed among several
hoards. The onus of providing for in-
fectious cases was already thrown on the
local hoards, and this provision was just
following that up, by requiring them to
combine in the provision and mainten-
ance of a hospital.

Hon. M. L., Moss: That might be left
to the loeal anthority.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: The
Governmeni had to find half the money.

Hon. M. T.. MOSS: The finding of half
the money by the Government was a mere
bagatelle compared with the finding of
half the money by boards which had no
money, The local bodies might be fairly
well trusted to combine for the purpose
of providing one institution where other-
wise there would be two, but the clause
meant that the boards must combine when
the Commissioner gave his dietum: that
was quite unnecessary.

Amendment put. and a division taken
with the following resnlt:—

Ayes .. . .. 6

Noes e .- Lo 12

Majority against .. 8
AvYES,

Hop. J. D. Connolly Hon. B. D. McKenzio

Hon. D. G. Gawler Hgn. C. Sommers
Hon. J. T. Glowrey (Teller).
Hon. A. G, Jenkins
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NoEgs.

Hon. E. M. Clarke |Hon. M. L. Moss

Hon. J. F. Cullen { Hon., W. Patrick
Hon. V. Hamersley Hon. C. A. Plesse
Houn, J. W. Langsford | Hon. T. H. Wilding
Hon. R. Laurie Hon. 8. Stubbs

Hon. W, Marwick | {Teller;.
Hobp. C. McKenzie

Amendment thus negatived.

Clanse as previously amended put and
passed.

Clauses 246 and 247—agreed to.

Clause 248—Agreements by loeal anth-
orities with hospitals for reeeption of
patients:

Hon. J. ¥. CULLEX: The whole clause
was nnnecessary. In the first place it
provided that wheve the commissioner so
required the loeal board “shall” enter into
an agreement with the hospital for the
reception of patients—as it one pariy
could be eompelled to enter into an agree-
ment! Then it was provided that the
arrangement should be made with “any”
hospital, and that meant that the Cow-
missioner conld direct a local authority to
go to any hospital and make an agree-
ment with the hospital to bring in a num-
ber of typhoid or other infectious cases
and place them among the ordinary
patlents,

The Colonial Secretary: The same pro-
vision is in the Health Ael of 1898,

Hon. J. F. CULLEXN: So muoeh the
worse for the Health Aect of 1898, He
moved an amenment—

That in tne 2 the following words be
strick oul “and when the Commissioner
g0 requires shall.”

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: The
Committee should elearly understand that
they had already agreed to place the
barden of providing for infectious cases
on the loeal boards,

Hon. J. F. Cnllen: And the Govern-
ment,

The ('OLONTAL SECRETARY: The
same provision was in the existing Act
except that Lhe Government “may” pro-
vide half the cost of the building, whereas
in the Bill it was obligatory on the Gov-
etnment to provide half the cost. The
Committee having struck out the provi-
sion compelling loeal boards to provide a
hospital, a further provision was in the

[COGNCIL.}

measure that they mighl enter into an
arrangement with a local hospital. Surely
this latter provision was necessary seeing
that the power to compel them to build a
hospital had been struck out, The same
prineiple was in operation in the metro-
politan avea by an order of the central
board of health. The Perth hospital had
been providing for infections cases and
the local boards had said that they wounld
not pay the hospital. The hospital had
then deelined to take the infectious cases,
and the local boards having refused {o
enter into au agreement with the hospital,
tlte central board bad stepped in and
made an arrangement with the hospital
for the reception of the cases, the local
boards being liable for all cases sent
there. The measnre was cumbersome,
however, in that instead of the local board
suing the patient he had to be sued by
the central board, and the fees were then
paid over to the local board. That was
altered in the Bill in order to make the
local board directly responsible.

Hon. M. L. MOSS: This was the most
vemarkahle piece of drafting he had ever
seen. An agreement was an offer by one
party and an acceptance by the other; it
implied mutuality between two persons,
but here was a new fangled notion that a
third party should come along and compel
the board to make an agreement-—compel
them to get into a position of mutuality
with another party. What he compizined
of also was the marginal note. This was
suppnsed to be an enactment of Section
131 of the prineipal Aet, and he would
show i(hat the elause was an absolutely
nnworkable piece of legislation, and it
was stupid to the highest degree, because
no one ever heard of a third party inter-
cepting two contracting parties to compel
them to come to terms.  Sections 130 and
131 of the existing Act provided a sensible
working scheme; they might he eumber-
some, but they were workable. Clanse
248 was illogical and not sensible, and
would never be workable. Seetion 130
provided—

A local hoard may provide hospitals
or temporary places for the reception
of the sick, and for that purpose may
themselves bnild or provide such places
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of reception; or contract for the use of

any sueh place of reception; or enter

intuv any agreement with any persens
having the management of any hospital
ot temporary place for the reception of
the sick inhabitants of their distriet
on payment of such annual or other
sum a5 may be agreed on. Two or
mare loeal hoards may combine in pro-
viding a common place for the reecep-
tion of the sick.

And Section 131 provided—

1# any loeal board, or loeal bhoards in
combination, fails or fail fo comply
with any of the provisions of the last
preceding seetion, the ehairman of the
eentral board, if so directed by an ovder
of such board, shall proceed to carcy
out such provisions, and may sne in
the Supreme Counrt or, notwithstanding
any limitation of jurisdietion ov other-
wige in any Aet relating to loeal eourts,
in any loeal eourt, for and recover from
sueh local board or local boards all
costs and expenses incurred in carrying
out sueh provisions, and all medieal and
other expenses incurred in and about
the maintenanee of patients in sach
hospitals vrr places.

Clanse 248 was the most awdul piece of
drafting he bad ever looked at, and how
it passed another place escaped his under-
standing. Where had it come from?
Perkaps the Minister would enlighten the
Committee. .

Hon. W. PATRICK: The serions view
which Mr. Moss took of the clause was
not shared by him (Mr. Patrick); he saw
no harm in it. It was a totally different
thing to ask two persons to enter into
an agreement than to ask two public
bodies. Tt was really ordering two
public bodies to enter into an agreement
with the hospital. The clanse was an
excellent one and its three last provisions
could not possibly be improved upon. Mr,
Moss was making too mueh of the word
“shall.” Ii was not a matter ¢f eompul-
sory agreement between individuals; it
was really a matter of the dirvection of
two public bodies by a supreme anthority.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: Mr.
Moss was illogical when he said that the
prezsent law was sensible, and the clanse
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under diseussion was nof. The existing
arrangement was not at all workable.

Hon. M. L. Moss: This is neither work-
able nor effective.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: As
far as the present law was concerned, if
ne arrangement was entered into with ihe
hospitals the central board passed a re-
solgtion calling upon the chairman te
make an agreement for and on their be-
balf. That had been done before.

Hon. M. L. Moss: Never,

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: Tt
had been done in the case of the Subiaco
local hoard, under Section 131

Hon. M. L. Moss: Seetion 131 does not
compel vou to enter into an agreement.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: XNo
one had said that it compelled an agree-
ment to be entered into. The machinery
provided at present that the central board
should enter into an agreement on behalf
of the local anthority, and the latter had
to comply with the agreemeni. That had
been held to be good in law.

Hon. M. L. Moss: I admit all that.

The COLONTAL SECRETARY: In
a word, the local authorities could be com-
pelled to enter into an agreement. The
provision contained in the clause which
it was proposed to strike out was neces-
sary to make it equivalent to the existing
law. If hon. members turned to the
Notiee Paper they wonld see that a weak-
bess had been discovered in the drafting
of the eclause, and it was proposed to

move a subeclause, which read as
follows :—- -
If a local authority refuses or

neglects to enter into an agreement with
the hoard or managing authority of a
hospital when required so to do by the
(‘ommissioner under subseetion one of
this seetion, the Commissioner may in
the name and on behalf of the loeal
authority, enter into an agreement with
the board or managing authority of
such hospital, and the agreement when
made shall, to all intents and purposes,
be as binding upon the local authority
as if it had been duly made by the local
authority.

Hon, J. F, Cullen: That makes it work-
ahle.
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Hon. M. L. MOSS: The thing was
quite nnheard of, for a third party to be
intercepled lo comprel an agreewmen.. In
Section 131 of the Aet there was not a
word abeut an agreement; there was,
huwever. provision that it the boards in
combtnation failed to carry out the pro-
vision, the Central Board of Health could
do so and recover portion of the expenses.

Hou. J. F. CULLEN: The framer of
the Rill seemed to have a eraze for eom-
pulsion.

The Colonial Seeretary: It is necessary.

Hen. J. F. CULLEN: Tt was doubtful.
The necessary compulsion was provided
in Clanse 220, which covered evervthing,
and there was no need to drive it in every
clause, and dragoon the local authorities
into obedience. ITaving struck out the
compulsion in the other two clauses it
was much more important to strike it out
in the one nnder diseussion.

The COLONTAL SECRETARY: We
were simply enacting the present law, al-
though that was being done in a different
form. He would be quite willing to have
the clause redrafted, but the prineiple
would have to remain. If the amendment
were carried the Bill would be no better
than the existing Act. We were provid-
ing for a loeal anthorily to enter into an
arrangement with the hospital.

Somendment pat, and a division taken
with the following resnlt:—

Aves 6
Noes 8
Majority against 2
AYES.
Hon. J. F. Culien Hon. T. H. Wilding
Hon. M. L, Moss Hon, V., Hamersley
Hon. C. A. Plesse {Tciler).
Hon. €. Stubbs CBUAERET AT
Nora.
Hen, E. M. Clarke Hegn. B. C. O'Brlen
Hon. J. D. Connolly Hon. W. Patrick
Hon. W. Marwick Hon. C. Sommers
Hon, €. McKenzie {Tellery.
Hon. R. D. McKenzie

Amendment thos neeaiived.
Hon, J. F. CTLLEN moved a further
amendment—
That in line 5 after “hospital” the
wards “for infections cases” e inserted.

[COUNCIL.]

1f an infeetious hospital was meant there
could be no objection to the amendment.

The Colonial Secretary: The whole
division applied to infeetions diseases.

Hon. J. ¥. CUCLLEN: Then the Min-
ister would vote for the amendment.

The Colonial Secretary: No; the am-
endment should be submitted to the Par-
Hamentary Dvaftsman first.

Hon. J. F. CULLEXN : The clause conld
be held to refer to any hospital, uot an
infectious ward.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: The
wording of the clause was quite plain,
and if the amendment was ecarried an
apreement could only be entered into in
connection with hospitals maintained for
infections cases, There were not infee-
tious hospitals generally in the eountry,
but general hLospitals with infectious
wards attached to them, This would he
a forther burden on the local bodies.

Hon. J. F, CULLEX : To meet the Min-
ister’s point he would alter his amend-
ment to read, “possessing a ward for in-
fectious diseases.” TFrom the remarks of
the Minister what was contemplated was
the taking of an infectious ease into any
hospital whether there was an infectious
ward or not, and if that were done it was
atrocious. By leave he would withdraw
his amendruent and move—

That after “hospital” in line 3 the
words ¥ possessing a ward for the treat-
ment of infectious disease” be inserted.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: The
amendment was an insult to the Health
Department. Did the hon. member suap-
pose the Principal Medical Officer would
send an infeetious case into a hospital
and place that ease amongst general
cases, It would be preposterous, The
amendment was quite unneeessary and
would lead to misunderstanding.

Hon. J. ¥. CULLEXN : It was not sup-
posed that the Minister wished to mislead
the Committee, but his speeches had heen
misleading. Wounld the Minister say
siraight out that he did not contemplate
infectious cases going into a general hos-
pital other than a ward for the treatment
of such cases? If lie did not, then he
wording of the clause was uiterly mis-
leading. Very few of the hospitals had
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wards for the trealment of infectious
cases, and the clause would read “any
hospital.” He knew at the present time
infections cases were taken into general
hospitals.

The Colonial Secretary: Where?

Hon, J. F. CULLEN would not men-
tion, but 1f was a faet.

The Colonial Secretary: It would be
Just as well to say that medical cases
should not be put inlo surgical wards.

Hon, J. ¥, CULLEN: There were
many infectious rases treated in general
wards mnow. The main eauses of the
spreading of infection were official.

Hon, W, PATRICK: Mr. Cullen was
taking an altozether too serious view of
the clauze. The custom in a small eoun-
try town was to erect a tent for infectious
cases.

Amendment put and negatived.

The COLONTIAL SECRETARY moved
a further amendment—

That the following be inserted to
stand as Subclause 3:—"If a local au-
thority refuses or neglects to enler into
on agreement with the board or manag-
g authority of e hospital when re-
quired so to do by the Commissioner
under subsection one of 1his seelion,
the Commissioncr may in the name and
on bekall of the local authorily, enter
into an agreement with the board or
managing authority of such hospilal,
and the agreement, when made skall, to
all intenis and purposes, be as binding
upon the locel authority as if it had
been duly made by the local authority”

This was consequential on the first part
of the clause.

Hon. J. F. Cullen: Why not make it
“Minister,” not “Commissioner”?

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: The
administration of the Public Health Aet
should be kept as free from political in-
fluence as possible.

Hon. M. L. MOSS: There was no inten-
tion to divide the Committee on the mat-
ter, but he must again protest against sueh
tremendous power being putf in the hands
of the Commissioner. The local author-
ities would be so many antomata. The
Commissioner would make the agreements
and they would pay the piper. They were
already sufficiently burdened.
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Amendment put and passed; the
clatnse as amended agreed to.
Clause 249—agreed to.
Clause 230—Governor may establish

hospitals for infectious diseases:

Hon, M. I.. MOSS8: The clanse was
worthless and so much padding as it
stooll. beeause there was apparently no
amendment to be made to compel loeal
authorities to come to an agreemeat.
There was objeclion to the Commis-
sioner making these agreements.

The COLONTAL SECRETARY moved
an amendment—

That the following be added to Sub-
clanse 2:—%or in the absence of agree-
ment as may be determined by the Min-
ister”

Hon. J. F. CULLEN: The framers of
the Bill were ill-adviesd to pile up the
agony of compulsion. The clauses already
passed should be quite sufficient.

The COLONTAT SECRETARY : We
had already provided that the local boards
should maintain infections cases and pay
half the cost of indigent cases. The Com-
mittee had decided however that the loeal
anthority should not be compelled to build
infectious hospitals, hut should be com-
pelled to enter into agreements with
hospitals if the Minister so directed.
The clanse now provided that the
Government could establish and main-
tain hospitals, and that the local authori-
ties in the district shounld contribute
to the expenses there should be further
power to say to whai amount the con-
tribution should extend, and, in the ab-
sence of an agreement, that the Minister
shonld make the arrangement.

Amendment pat and passed.

The COLONTAL SECRETARY moved
a further amendment :—

That the following be added as Sub-
clause 3:—*The amount of such con-
tribution shall be a debt due from the
local authorities to the Colonial Treas-
urer, and in default of payment may be
recovered by action in any court of
competent jurisdiction.”
Amendment passed,

amended agreed to.

Clause 251-—Local authorities may es-
tablish or subsidise hospitals:

the clause as
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Houn, M. L. MOSS: This was an old
friend. On a previous occasion he op-
posed sranting subsidies to private hos-
pitalz and he now moved an amendment—

That the words “disirict nursing sys-
lem or hospital, public or private” be
struck out, and “public hospital” in-
serted in lieu.

The COLOXTAL SECRETARY : Local
hoards frequently complained they had
no power Lo contribute to the support of
midwifery nurses in their distriet. The
Jovernment were subdising nurses in sev-
eral districts and this clause would give
the power to the loeal boards to do so. It
further gave power, where it was thought
necessary, o subsidise a private hospital.
This power was asked for by local aunth-
orities, as it saved them the expense of
establishing and maintaining hospitals.
As local boards were elected by rate-
payers it should not open the door to
abuse. The clause wounld do a lot of
good in country districts.

Hon. M. L. MOSS: Some country local
hoards were a small elique who did not re-
present a fair proportion of the rate-
paying community, yet they could subsi-
dise up to 10 per eent. of the ordinary
revenue any private haspitals, and this
would open the door very widely fo great
abuse, especially as there was to be no
sapervision by the Minister.

Hon. (. A, PIESSE: £ M.
Moss  desired te remove from  the
boards the power to establish and
maintain  suell  hospitats, he  (Mr,
Piesse) would support him in the

matier. Apart from that, the elanse should
he allowed to stand.

HHon. M. L. MOSS: If Mr. Piesse in-
tended to move in he direction indicated,
he (Mr. Joss) wonld withdraw his amend-
ment,

Amendment by leave withdrawn.

Hon ¢, A, PTIESSE moved a further
amendmenf-—

That in Uin» I the words “may cstab-
lish or mamtain ar” he stryuck ont.

The €COLOXIAL,  SECRETARY :
There would he uo ohjection to the amend-
ment, because it had not been intended
that the loeal avihorities shontd establish
ormaintain hospituls. As a matter of faet

[COUNCIL. ]

they could not do it on 10 per cent. of
their revenue. In reply to Mr. Moss he
desired to say that Nerth Fremantle and
Claremont had both establizshed distriet
nmsing systems,

Amendment put and passed.

Hou. M. L. MOSS: With reference to
the distriet nursing system whieh the Min-
ister had said bhad been adopted at North
Fremantle and Claremont, it was a very
excellent syvstem if it was a nursing sys-
tem inangurated and ecarried out for pub-
lie purposes by a public body. What he
objected to was the piving of 10 per cent.
of 1he rates to a private hospital.

Hon. J. F. CULLEX moved a further
amendment—

That in line 2 the word “district” be
siruek out and “public” inserted in lieu.
He warned the Committee against the
danger of allowing any private elaim to
be made on public funds. There might be
a cateh majority present at a meeting of
the local aunthority, and pressure might be
brought fo bear with the resalt that they
would vote away public money to a pri-
vate institntion.

Hon. M. L. MOSS: It was necessary
fo be quite certain that any nuorsing sys-
tem was a  nursing  system  inaug-
urated by the loeal! authority. The
word ‘‘public’’ might mean very little
in this conpeetion. The nursing system
might be a very proper one, but it shonld
he a nursing system under the supervision
and control of a local authority, To sub-
stitute “publie” for *distriet” would not
carry us any further. If the Committee
destred that the nursing system should
be under the control of a loeal authority,
the clause required reecasting.

Hon. W, PATRICK: While persoually
opposed to the central sysiem of man-
aging publie health, he realised that in
this regard he was out of touch with the
rest of the community. There should be
no cavilling at the proposed expenditure,
beeause sick people liad to be looked after,
and whether the mouev eame from the
central Governmeut or from the loecal
authority did not very mnch matter., The
people of Western Australia were hetter
off so far as the expenditure of public
money on health was eoncerned than were
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ihe people in any other part of the world.
It was well known that all the hospitals
of the old couniry were maintained by pri-
vate subscriptions, and got little or
no Government assistance whatever.
Here, on  the other hand, we
were making a ot of pother as
to whether the central Govern-
ment or the local authority should provide
the money. For his part be wounld be
pleased if all hospitals were managed by
local commitiees. However, that was not
the opinion of Parliament, and seeing we
had decided that the management of pub-
lic health should be in a central authority
one could not eavil at the clause as it
stood.

Hon. M. L. MOSS: We were not dis-
cussing the guestion of central authority.
The clause proposed to subsidise a pri-
vate institution with public funds.

Hon. W. Patrick: But they are not
hound to do it.

Hon. M. L. MOSS: But these monies
were contributed by the publie.

The CHAIRMAN: It was necessary
to remind hon. members that the question
was that “district” should be struek out
with a view of inserting “publie.” Hon,
members would please confine themselves
to the question.

Hon. M. L. MOSS: The proposed al-
teration would not affeet his objection
that the loeal authority might utilise the
money as a subsidy for a private nurs-
ing system.

The COLONTAL SECRETARY: 1t
was to be hoped the Committee wonld
not agree {o the amendment. The clause
was sufficiently plain. “District nuorsing
sysiem” was a well-known and recognised
term. Bven if the local authority thought
fit to subsidise sueh a system surely it
would he legitimate expenditure seeing
that the money would have been raised
for public health purposes.

Hon. . SOMMERS: Possibly if
“ten” were struck ont, and “five” inserted
the difficulty would be overcome.

The CHATRMAN: The hon. member
could not move an amendment just now.

Hon. C. BOMMERS: At a later stage
it might be advisable to strike “ten” ont
and insert “five,” which would have the
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effect ot limiting the power of the board
to spend their income on such purposes.

Hou. W. MARWICK: It was very
necegsary in a distriet suck as he came
from to have these private bospitals and
nurses, and the people wonld never ob-
ject to the money of the board being ap-
plied to subsidising them. During the
last four mounths he had had oceasion to
send to Perth three times for a trained
nurse, hut if the loeal authorities had
power to subsidise a nurse the people
in the distriet wounld be able to have one
at their command when she was required.
The Health Boards were not going to ex-
pend ten per cent. of their funds unless
it was absolnfely necessary to do so. He
wonld like to see the clause retained if it
was amended in the diveetion suggested
by Mr. Piesse.

Amendment put and negatived.

Hon, J. ¥. CULLEN moved a further
amendment—

That in line two the word “public”

be inserted before 1the word “hospital.”

His objeet was to test the feeling of the

Committee, with the idea of afterwards

striking out the referemee to private hos-
pitals.

The COLONTAL SECRETARY: 7«
wns desirahle that the loeal boards sho ad
he ahle to subsidise a private hosr .tal.
There were many places where a small
lospital was wanted. The Government
did not feel justified in putting hospitals
on a main line every ten or fifteen miles.
TFor instance at Beverleyv and Narrogin
there were hospitals. hut there maght be
places hetween those towns where the
peopls were desirons of having hospitals
but were not prepared to build one; or,
perhaps. all that was necessary was a
casualiy ward. but such a ward would be
useless unless there was a staff. The
maintenance of a staff would be too
greaf an expense to ineur for merely
treating one patient for a few davs in
the year, hat there might be a nurse who
was prepared to establish a small hos-
pital whieh the loeal board could subsi-
dise.

Hon. M. T.. Moss: Why should not the
Government do it?

The COLONIAL SECBETARY: If
the (fovernment had fo do it, it wonld be
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necessary lo keep up the whole establish-
ment and such an expense was hardly
justified for the sake of a very small
number of paiients in the yvear. This
provision for snbsidising hospifals had
been asked for by the country distriets.

Hon. M. L. MO8S: The danger of the
clause was that in districts where theve
were public hospitals there was nothing
to prevent ten per eent. of the revenne
of the board being paid to a doctor.
In new distriets where it was necessary
to subsidise a doctor who went there on
this own aceount, that was the duty, mnot
of the loeal authority, but of the eentral
government. There was nothing to pre-
vent the local avthority in the ecity of
Perth expending ten per cent, of its rev-
enne in pampering up half a dozen of its
doctors.

The Colonial Secretary: That is ab-

surd.

Hon. M. L. MOSS: An absurd case
was being guoted to show the extent io
whieh this legislation eonld go. He did
not feel justified in voting to allow the
local aunthorities to spend up to ten per
cent. of the whole of their revenue as
they thought fit. He had no objection to
their paying ten per cent, of their money
to a public hospital.

Hon, W. PATRICK: The wishes of
hon. members might he met if the clause
were amended to read that the subsidy
should be paid to a private hospital, only
in the absence of a public hospital.

Hon. J. F. (ULLEN: The principle
of the clause was wrong. Public money
must not be devoted to private purposes
of any kind. If Parliament were to an-
thorise anv local anthority to apply pub-
lie money to private purposes the whole
comn-.nily would be set by the ears.

Hon, R. LATRTE: The Colonial Secre-
tary had alluded to oue distriet that had
a nursing seheme. There was a publie
hospital in that disivict and the nursing
sechme was heing maintained. and to sub-
sidise any private hospital in the distriet
wonld be a grave danger. If a doctor
started in the district and was subsidised
by the local authorities all other doctors
wonld be drives ot of that distriet.

[COUNCIL.]

Hon, C. SOMMERS: It might be ad-
visable to postpone this clause so that it
might be further considered.

Hon. J. F. Cullen: No, let us divide
on it.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: The
dangers which hon. members had pointed
ont were purely imaginary.

Hon. J. F. Cullen: The Minister does
not know,

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: The
public health of the State had been his
care for many years past and he did
know. The eclause would not apply to
big centres of population where there
were large public hospitals in existence.
In such places there would be no need to
subsidise a private hospital

Hon. M. L. Moss: But under the Bill
it could be done.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY : Could
kon. members imagine a lacal board of
Lealth at North Fremantle subsidising a
private hospital therve, when there was a
publie hospital in the district. . Although
he believed that the losal authorities
might be trusted in this matter, still, if
the Committee wished it, he would be
willing to insert a proviso that the local
anthorities should not subsidise a private
hospital if there was a public one within
a certain distance, It would not do to
say “within the distriet” because some
districts were very large.

Hon. E. MelAARTY: The suggestion
of the Minister would meet the case, The
clanse was one which would be useful in
country districts where there were no
hospitals. It might be in the interest of
a district to subsidise a nurse or a doetor,
and if theve was no publie hospital to be
interfered with the subsidy would be &
wise thing. Surely if the local authori-
ties could be entrusted with the expendi-
ture of the whole of their revenue, they
could be trusted to wisely expend ten per
cent. of it in this direetion.

Amendment put and a division taken
with the following result:—

Aves 3
Noes 13
Majority aocninst 12
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AxEn,

Hon., J. F. Cullen Hon. C. Sommers
Hon. M. L. Moss (Teller).
NoESs.

Hon. E. M. Clarke ll-lon C. McKenzle
Hon, J. D. Connolly Hon, E. Mc¢Larty
Hon. J. T. Glowrey | Hon. B. C. O’Brlen
Hon. V. Hamersley IHon. W. Patrick
Hon. A. G. Jenkins Hon. C. A, Piesse
Hon. R. Laurle Hon. T. H. Wilding
Hon, W. Marwick | Hon. 8. Stubbs

Hon. R. D. McKenzle | (Teller).

Amendment thus negatived.

Hon. (", SOMMERS moved a further
amendment—

That in line £ the word “ten” be
struck oul gnd * five” be inserted in lieu,
His desire was that the expenditure in
connection with the subsidising of these
institutions should not exceed five per
cent. of the ordinary income of the local
authority. [t wonld be wise to limit the
power and not allow them to expend more
than live per cent. The probability was
that the cost of running this loecal service
would be great and the aunthorities might
impose a very high rate on ountside dis~
triets for the purpose of carrying on a
Hioited service.

Hon. V. HAMERSILEY : The utility of
this clause in the country districts was
recoghised, at the same time there was a
great danger in it becanse it might apply
in other distriets where there were hospi-
tals and where the subsidising of hospitals
was not limited to half a dozen or to two
which might be close together. He would
prefer that a limit should be paid to one
hospital and that that limit might be
made £100. TUndev the clause the local
authorities in some of the larger centres
might be ealled upon te pay an enormous
sum.

Hon. ¢*, A. Piesse: There is no compul-
eion aboul it.

Hon. V. HAMERSLEY : But we mighi
find one doctor getting a subsidy for a
private hospital and another dector who
might happen to be elected on the local
body would get a subsidy for a public
hospital and there wonld be no end to the
splitting up of the ten per cent.

The COLONTAL SECRETARY: The
Cummittee ought to allow the clause (o
pass. It wonld be a big country board
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which wonld have a vevenne of, say, £500,
and even then the subsidy would only be
£50. It was purely permissive and the
hoard could make it one per eent, if it
chose to do so.

Amendment put and negatived.

Clause as previously amended agreed
to.

Progress reported.

House adjourned at 9.55 p.m.
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
p.-m., and read prayers.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION.
Avondale Estate Purchose.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS (Hon.
J. Mhtehell): In speaking on Thurs-
day last the member for Cue made some
veference fo 1he Avondale Fstate, and it
wonld appear from his remarks that 1
did not advise (‘abinet that there were
1,800 acres unfit for the plough. I just
want to explain to the House that I did
report this fact to Cabinet. Surveyor
Marshall ¥ox reported as follows:—

In accordance with verbal instrme-
tions 1 have inspected the Avondale



